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Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday: 09h300 – 13h00 

Mass Times 
Monday – Friday: 13h15 

Sunday: 07h30|09h30(Sung) 
 16h00 

Morning Prayer 
Sunday: 09h00(before 09h30 Mass) 

Join in the prayer of the Church led by our Schola 
Cantorum 

 

Confessions 
Monday – Friday: after 13h15 Mass 

 

Exposition 
Monday – Friday: 12h00 – 13h00 

 

Benediction 
Fridays: 13h00 

 

Weddings & Baptisms 
by appointment, contact the parish office 

 
PARISH STAFF 

 

Pastor:  Fr. Russell Pollitt, SJ 
frrussell@trinityjhb.co.za 

 
Deacon: Rev. William Davies 

revbilly@trinityjhb.co.za  
 

University Chaplain:  Fr. Nobert Munekani, SJ 
chaplaincy@trinityjhb.co.za  

  
Director of Music: Mr. Cameron Upchurch 

music@trinityjhb.co.za  
  

Administrator: Mr. Tebogo Petja 
parish@trinityjhb.co.za  

  
Residence Manager: Mrs. Cathy Setlogelo  

resmanager@trinityjhb.co.za  
  

Banking Details 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church  

Standard Bank, Braamfontein (004805) 
Account: 002 294 192 

  
 St. Vincent de Paul, Braamfontein Standard 

Bank, Braamfontein (1842) 
Account: 220 907 528 

  

THE SOLEMNITY OF MOST HOLY TRINITY, YEAR C 
Psalm Response: 

 

O LORD, OUR LORD, HOW MAJESTIC IS YOUR NAME THROUGH ALL THE EARTH! 

 
 

 SUNDAY 
7H30: PRO POPULO 
9H30: RIP: RUPHINE AGBAHOUNDJÈ  
16H00: PRO POPULO 

Prov 8, 22 – 31  
Ps 8 
Rom 5, 1 – 5   
Jn 16, 12 – 15    

MONDAY 
09h00 

PRO POPULO 

2 Cor 6, 1 – 10  
 Ps 98 
Mt 5, 38 – 42         

TUESDAY 
13H15 

PRO POPULO 

2 Cor 8, 1 – 9   
Ps 98 
Mt 5, 43 – 48            

WEDNESDAY 
13H15 

PRO POPULO 

2 Cor 9, 6 – 11  
Ps 112 
Mt 6, 1 – 6, 16 – 18              

THURSDAY 
13H15 

PRO POPULO 

(OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE ETERNAL 

HIGH PRIEST) 

Is 6, 1 – 4.8 
Ps 23 
Jn 17, 1-2, 9, 14 – 26          

FRIDAY 
13H15 

PRO POPULO 

2 Cor 11, 18. 21 – 30   
Ps 34 
Mt 6, 19 – 23          

 
* Italics indicate Mass intention 

 PROCLAIMERS 
07h30 09h30 

Gail Faller 
Daniel Pretorius  

Julius Ajayi 
Francis Zvigo  

 
 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 07h30 09h30 

Roly Adams 
Phelistus Tarwireyi 

Mary Salmon 
Laura Geretto 

Marcie Bello 
Lorraine Zvigo 
Wendy Davies 

Sthandiwe Msomi 
Bertin Zinsou  

 

mailto:frrussell@trinityjhb.co.za
mailto:revbilly@trinityjhb.co.za
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https://pos.snapscan.io/qr/3MQMCrNJ


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PARISH NOTICES ~ 15 JUNE 2025 

WELCOME! 
A warm welcome to Fr. Martin Badenhorst, OP, who will be presiding at our Sunday morning 
Masses. 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 
Today we celebrate and give thanks for all fathers, grandfathers, and father figures. May God bless 

you with strength, wisdom, and love as you continue to guide and support your families. 

YOUTH DAY 
Tomorrow is Youth Day. Weekday Mass will be celebrated at 09h00 instead of the usual 13h15. 

DEDICATION SUNDAY – YOUR CHANCE TO GIVE BACK! 
We are deeply grateful to those who have submitted their forms to dedicate their time, talent, and 
treasure—thank you! If you haven’t yet done so, please prayerfully consider your commitment and 
return your form to the parish or office 

WINTER LIVING THEOLOGY 
This is a wonderful formation experience! The Jesuit Institute of South Africa will host the 2024 
Winter Living Theology led by Fr. Carlos Mendoza-Alvarez, OP and this year’s theme is “Hope & 
Healing”. The Johannesburg session is between 24 – 26 June 2025 at Lumko Retreat Centre, the cost 
per person is R1 950 including lunch and 3 lectures per day. To find out more or register 
https://www.jesuitinstitute.org.za/winter-living-theology/  

ABSENCE 
Please note that Fr Russell will be away from 12 June to 4 July. During his absence, various priests 
will help in the parish. Should you need any assistance, please get in touch with Tebogo during office 
hours, and he will be happy to help.  

SOCIAL MEDIA 
To ensure effective communication, Holy Trinity is utilising multiple social media platforms. Please 
subscribe to our Facebook, Instagram and YouTube channels. A reminder that the parish has a 
WhatsApp group, which anyone can join by sending a WhatsApp message to +27 11 339 2826. We 
also have an online database, so please send your details to parish@trinityjhb.co.za. Thanks! 

SECOND COLLECTION: PETER’S PENCE 
On Sunday 29th June there will be a second collection for Peter’s Pence, which supports the Holy 

Father’s charitable works. Thank you for your generosity. 

MARRIAGE 
Please note that all individuals wishing to get married in the church are required to contact a priest 
at least six months before the proposed marriage. You are also required to attend an external 
marriage preparation program: booking can be made online for Engaged Encounter: 
https://engagedencounter.co.za/  

MASS INTENTIONS 
You can contact the office for Mass intentions. A suggested donation is R50 per Mass. The Mass intentions 
will be published so that people know which intention or who the Mass is being celebrated for.  

LET US PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Let us pray for all the sick of the parish. Should you wish to have names added to the list, please email the 
parish office. We pray, especially for Rev Billy Davies, Yvonne Von Mayer, Sarah, Sr. Sheelagh Mary and 
Daphne White. 
 

 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

https://www.jesuitinstitute.org.za/winter-living-theology/
https://www.facebook.com/HolyTrinityJhb/
https://www.instagram.com/trinityjhb/
http://www.youtube.com/@HolyTrinity-JHB1
mailto:parish@trinityjhb.co.za
https://engagedencounter.co.za/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR’S CORNER ~ FR. RUSSELL POLLITT, SJ 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY~ HAPPY FEAST DAY! 

Trinity Sunday is a significant feast in the liturgical calendar of many Christian traditions, 
observed on the Sunday following Pentecost. It is also the patronal feast of our parish. 
  
Unlike most other feasts that celebrate specific events in the life of Jesus or the Church—
such as Christmas or Easter—Trinity Sunday is dedicated to a central doctrine of Christian 
theology: the Holy Trinity, the mystery of one God in three persons—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 
  
The Solemnity of the Trinity dates back to the early Middle Ages. Though the doctrine of 
the Trinity was firmly established by the early Church, particularly at the Councils of 
Nicaea (325 AD) and Constantinople (381 AD), there was initially no special day set aside 
to celebrate it. The feast gained prominence in the Western Church in the 9th century, 
thanks to the efforts of Alcuin of York, a scholar at Charlemagne's court. Pope John XXII 
officially instituted it in the 14th century. Today, it is celebrated by Roman Catholics, 
Anglicans, Lutherans, and some Protestant denominations. 
  
Trinity Sunday has a theological focus. It is a day to reflect on the triune nature of God—
how the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct persons, yet one in essence and being. 
This doctrine, although difficult to fully comprehend, is foundational to our Christian faith. 
It affirms that God's nature is relational, loving, and self-giving. The Trinity is not just a 
philosophical idea but a revelation of how God has acted in history: the Father as Creator, 
the Son as Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit as Sustainer. 
  
While the doctrine of the Trinity may seem abstract, it shapes Christian worship, prayer, 
and ethics. Christians are baptised "in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit," and many of our liturgical prayers are Trinitarian in form. By meditating on 
the Trinity, we are invited to live the Trinitarian life practically: in unity and mutual love, 
modelling the divine relationship in our own communities. 
  
Trinity Sunday, therefore, is both doctrinal and devotional. It helps guard the Church 
against misunderstandings about God. It reinforces the Christian claim that God's nature 
is revealed through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, as well as the ongoing 
presence of the Holy Spirit. By setting aside a day to focus on the Trinity, the Church invites 
us into a deeper mystery—one that transcends intellectual comprehension but calls forth 
awe, worship, and our striving to imitate the loving community of our God. 
  
Our patronal feast is an invitation to give time and attention to the God of community and 
the richness of our Christian faith. It also invites us to reflect on how we, individually and 
corporately, live community life. Do others see the unity and love of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit through us? 

——————————————————————————————————— 
 



 

 

THE WHITE HOUSE DEBACLE A CALL FOR JUSTICE FOR 

ALL SOUTH AFRICANS 

BY JOE TAYLOR 

On 21 May 2025, South African President Cyril Ramaphosa met with U.S. President Donald Trump in 
Washington, D.C. 
 

The Background 
Since taking office in 2016, Donald Trump has regularly voiced concerns over farm attacks in South Africa, 
alleging that white Afrikaans farmers are victims of targeted violence and land expropriation. He even 
claimed a form of genocide was underway and criticised the South African government’s land reform 
policies. Some South African far-right voices celebrated his remarks, calling for a hands-on intervention. 
They ended up getting more than they bargained for when Trump’s recent actions brought about 
economic consequences: tariffs, reduced aid, and, most notably, asylum granted to a first batch of 59 
Afrikaans farmers, many of whom not only owned their own land, but ran their own businesses as well. 
 

This sparked global outrage and confusion. How could Trump offer asylum to seemingly well-off 
foreigners while actively seeking to deport vulnerable migrants who are already in the U.S.? The double 
standard was glaring. 
 

The White House Encounter 
During their meeting at the White House, Trump attempted to confront Ramaphosa with a curated video 
presentation that purported to show evidence of farmer persecution. However, the South African 
delegation, which included notable figures such as professional golfers Ernie Els and Retief Goosen, as well 
as billionaire Johann Rupert, calmly but firmly pushed back against this one-sided narrative. They clarified 
that while farm attacks are real and troubling, they reflect South Africa’s broader crime epidemic, not a 
racially targeted genocide. 
 

They emphasised that the international narrative, shaped by biased media and political spin, distorts the 
reality on the ground. Although the fruits of this meeting are yet to be seen, it is clear that Trump’s ambush 
and fear-mongering tactics did not have their desired effect. 
 

A Deeper Concern 
The real issue lies not in denying the fears and pain of one group, but in the selective attention it receives. 
While farm and rural-dwelling safety is vital, millions of South Africans—black, coloured, white, and 
other—live daily in fear of crime, poverty, and inequality. Gender-based violence continues to plague our 
nation. Unemployment and substance abuse devastate families. And yet, these systemic injustices receive 
far less global attention. 
 

The South African philosophy of Ubuntu, which means “I am because we are,” reminds us of our shared 
humanity. In the spirit of Ubuntu, our pain is interconnected; we cannot isolate one group’s suffering from 
another’s. Unity requires us to care about all South Africans—not just those who look or live like us. 
 

The Bible echoes this call in Galatians 3:28 (NIV): “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, 
nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” True justice and transformation begin 
when we stop viewing our struggles through narrow lenses and start advocating for one another as one 
body. 
 

Moving Forward 
The White House meeting revealed much about global politics and selective outrage, but it also reminded 
us of what South Africa truly needs: solidarity. If we could channel the same energy used to amplify one 
community’s pain into a collective outcry for justice, we might become a nation truly worthy of healing 
and transformation. 
 

Let us choose unity, not just in word, but in action. Let us live out Ubuntu and the Gospel’s call for oneness, 
and work together toward a safe, just and inclusive future for all. 

——————————————————————————————————— 


