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The early Church teaches us to be active Christian Stewards

Since Easter Sunday, we have been reading from the Acts of the Apostles, listening to
accounts of the early Church. The early Christian church was characterised by a strong
sense of community, rooted in shared faith, mutual support, and a commitment to living
out the teachings of Jesus. This sense of fellowship was central to their identity and was
manifested through various practices that emphasised generosity, compassion, and
solidarity among all the believers.

One of the most notable features of early Christian community life was the sense of shared
ownership and common resources. Unlike many other religious groups of the time, early
Christians often practised what has been described as “communal living” or, at the very
least, a high degree of sharing. Acts 2:44-45 describes how the early believers “had all
things in common,” selling their possessions and distributing the proceeds to anyone in
need. This practice exemplified their commitment to caring for one another, especially in
times of hardship or persecution, fostering a sense of collective security and well-being.
Greetings, mutual aid, and hospitality played vital roles in strengthening community
bonds. Early Christians regularly gathered for communal meals, prayer, and worship,
reinforcing a sense of unity. Hospitality was also a crucial aspect, with believers opening
their homes to visitors and strangers, embodying the inclusive love taught by Jesus.

Generosity extended beyond the internal community and toward wider society as well.
Early Christians engaged in acts of charity, supporting widows, orphans, prisoners, and
the poor. Collections for charitable purposes were common, often gathered during
worship services. The emphasis on charity was rooted in the Christian ethic of love
(agape), which insisted on caring for the marginalised and vulnerable.

Christian community life also involved mutual accountability and encouragement.
Members were expected to support one another spiritually, morally, and materially.
Leaders within the community, such as bishops and deacons, often organised efforts to
ensure the needs of all were met, and they encouraged sacrificial giving as a
demonstration of faith. Such practices created a tight-knit community where love and
generosity were tangible expressions of their faith in action.

This lifestyle of giving and community service also served as a powerful witness to the
surrounding pagan society, which often lacked such cohesion and altruism. It showcased
a community grounded by the teachings of Jesus, emphasising love, humility, and service.
Despite facing persecution, early Christians maintained their commitments to generosity,
which helped sustain their community and attracted others to the faith.

A deep sense of fellowship and radical generosity marked the early Christian church’s
community life. Through shared resources, hospitality, charity, and mutual support, they
created a resilient and compassionate community that reflected the teachings of Christ.
Their way of life not only strengthened internal bonds but also served as a compelling
witness to the broader society in which they lived.

We are invited to model our parish community on the early Church, they are both our
example and inspiration. In what ways can you be an active steward in this community?



