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08th of September 2024

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B

Psalm Response:

MYy SouUL, GIVE PRAISE TO THE LORD!

This week’s liturgies

Sunday s 35, 47
07h30 RIP: Mr. & Mrs. Charles Nnadi Ps 146
0%h30 For the Healing of Dominic DeSouza Jas 2,1-5
16h00 Pro Populo Mk 7. 31-37

(ST. PETER CLAVER PR)
Monday 1 Cor 5,1-8
13h15 Pro Populo Ps 5

Lk 6, 6—11

1 Cor6,1-11
Tuesday Ps 149
13h15 God's Protection for Charles Nnadi & Family |_k é, 1 2_ 1 9
Wednesday 1 Cor 7, 25—-31
13h15 RIP: Souls in purgatory, Esp. deceased members of FOSS PS 45

Lk 6, 20—26

(THE MosT HoLy NAME OF MARY)

Thursday 1 Cor 8, 1-7.11-13
13h15 Pro Populo Ps 139
Lk 6, 27—38
(ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM BD)
Friday 1 Cor 9,16-19.22—-27
13h15 Pro Populo Ps 84
Lk 6, 39—42
* Italics indicate Mass intention
PROCLAIMERS
07h30 092h30
Phelistus Tarwireyi Lorraine Zvigo
Gail Faller Lerothodi Mohale

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION

07h30 0%9h30
Colin Lesar Marcia Bello
Krysia Lesar Bertin Zinsou
Thelma Melk Sabie Makgothi

Fiona Pretorius

Oswald Mokoena

Mass Times

Monday - Friday: 13h15
Sunday: 07h30 | 09h30 (Sung)
16h00

Morning Prayer

Sunday: 0900 ( before 09h30 Mass)
Join in the prayer of the Church

led by our Schola Cantorum

Confessions
Monday - Friday: after 13h15 Mass

Exposition
Monday - Friday: 12h00-13h00

Benediction
Friday: 13h00

Weddings and Baptisms

by appointment, contact parish office
Parish Staff

Pastor: Fr. Russell Pollitt SJ
frrussell@trinityjhb.co.za

University Chaplain: Fr. Matsepane Morare SJ
frmatsepane@trinityjhb.co.za

Deacon: Rev. William Davies
revbilly@trinityjhb.co.za

Director of Music: Mr. Cameron Upchurch
music@trinityjhb.co.za

Administrator: Mr. Tebogo Petja
parish@trinityjhb.co.za

Residence Manager: Mrs. Cathy Setlogelo
resmanager@trinityjhb.co.za

Banking Details

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Standard Bank, Braamfontein (004805)
Account: 002 294 192

St. Vincent de Paul, Braamfontein Standard
Bank, Braamfontein (1842 )
Account: 22 090 752 8

Snap here to pay



PARISH NOTICES ~ O8TH SEPTEMBER 2024

THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER;

We pray with Pope Francis that each of us listen with our hearts to the cry of the Earth and of the victims of environmental
disasters and the climate crises; making a personal commitment to care for the world we inhabit

PRAYING FOR OUR SICK

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill and would like to put them on our parish prayer list, please contact the parish office.

A NOTE OF APPRECIATION

Fr. Russell would like to thank each and everyone of you who came and helped with the cleaning of the parish! It is by your
efforts that our parish looks more welcoming and well taken care of. Thank you to all!

SUPPORT THE PARISH

A reminder that you can make a contribution to the ministry and maintenance of the parish by scanning the SnapScan QR
code on the benches or in the bulletin. During the collection time, instead of cash, scan the code and make your contribution.
We appreciate your support, thank you!

LGBTI+ COMPASSION AND INCLUSIVITY IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

On Sunday, 15 September, Fr Bryan Massingale, a Professor of Theology from Fordham Jesuit University in New York, will
meet will all those in the LGBTI+ ministry for a discussion on compassion and inclusivity in the Catholic Church. It will begin at
midday (12pm). All welcome!

HERITAGE DAY BRAAI

The Parish Fundraising Committee will host the annual heritage day braai on the 28th of September from 11hQ0, ticket prices
are R150 for an adult plate, R50 kids & student group discount of R50 off every group of 5 students. Proceeds from this event
will go towards the Christmas lunch for the homeless. Your support will be much appreciated!

THE SOUTHERN CROSS

The Parish has been requested to resell the Monthly Catholic Magazine, we have 10 copies of the September edition at the
moment—each costs R40.00, if you would like to place an order for a monthly subscription, please email or call the parish and
we will add you on the list.

MASS INTENTIONS

You can contact the office for Mass intentions. A suggested donation is R50 per Mass. The Mass intentions will be published
so that people know which intention or who the Mass is being celebrated for.

ANNUAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 2024

All leaders are invited to attend the Annual Leadership Conference hosted by the Department of Evangelisation in the
Archdiocese of Johannesburg. The Conference will be on Saturday 19th October from 08h00 till 16h00 at Holy Family
College in Parktown. Cost per person is R100. Those interested to attend, please email the parish and you will be registered.

PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO NGOME

The Parish annual Pilgrimage to Ngome Marian shrine will be on 13 to 15 December 2024, for further details please contact
the organisers; Prudence Xaba 0824486067 or Oswald Mokoena 0820861334.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: HoOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH



PASTOR’S CORNER

Do we believe that spirituality (and morality) is a seamless garment?

One of the most significant human challenges is applying spirituality and morality to our lives. In
other words, do not pick and choose. | suspect we are all guilty of picking and choosing; often,
we decide what suits us and reject what makes us uncomfortable or does not suit us. Fr Ronald
Rolhesier OMI captures it well and uses a powerful image: “A bird tethered to a rock, he says,
cannot fly irrespective of whether the cord holding it is a cable or a string.”

What does this mean? What are the consequences for us? Fr Rolhesier explains:

[St] John of the Cross teaches that within spirituality and morality there are no exempt areas. Simply
put, you cannot be a saint or a highly moral person if you allow yourself a moral exemption or two.

Thus, | may not allow myself to split off one moral flaw or sinful habit and see it as unimportant in the
light of my positive qualities and the overall good that | do. For John of the Cross, you cannot be a
saint and have a moral blind-spot, even if it's a minor one.

The same is true for our efforts to protect life and foster justice in our world. The protection of life and
the promotion of justice are all of one piece. We cannot be an authentic prophet and have a few
moral blind spots.

A huge consequence flows from this, namely, we cannot treat issues like abortion, nuclear war, lack of
ecological sensitivity, the plight of refugees, racism, sexism, poverty and inequality, poor access to
health care, unequal access to education, sexual irresponsibility, and discrimination against the LGBTQ
community in isolation from each other, as if these were wholly discrete issues. Whether we admit it
or not, these areas are all inextricably interconnected.

All the issues that deal with justice and peace, are of one piece, one whole, one moral corpus, one
seamless garment; and, like the soldiers casting dice for Jesus’ clothing, we should hesitate to tear this
garment into different pieces.

It is disingenuous for us to proclaim that God is anti-murder, anti-corruption, anti-racism, anti-
abortion, and opposed to oppression in every form, only to assert that the same God supports
the oppression of gender and sexual minorities, for example.

The Christian Gospel is good news for all the poor, all the oppressed, all the marginalised. Or the
Gospel is not good news at all. Do we accept the Christian Gospel is for ALL, no matter who?

Fr. Russell Pollitt SJ



;’A‘%‘ o WASHING CLOTHES AND SOULS BY THE RIVER
< S o T By Sarah-Leah Pimentel
‘?‘Y‘A' AFRICA

My life would be really hard without a washing machine.

Years ago, when | left home and moved into my first apartment, | had only a few hand-me-down
pots, a fridge, a single bed, and a washing machine. | felt that navigating the world of “adulting”
would be a little less overwhelming and more comfortable if | had these four items.

My next-door neighbour was also a starting-out young professional. She didn’t have a washing
machine. She would handwash a few clothes every night after coming home from work. After a
while, she started using my washing machine. We all want to make our lives easier and more effi-
cient.

| recently read an article that described washing machines - invented in 1851 but only commer-
cialised for domestic use in the 1950s - as a transformative invention for 20th-century women.
However, the article then posited that the washing machine has also become a symbol of modern
loneliness.

In previous generations, women would gather daily by the river to wash the household clothes.
Yes, it was a laborious job, but it provided an opportunity for social connection. While washing
clothes together, the women would speak about their families, voice their concerns, seek guidance
or counsel from their peers, and sing and laugh together. These hours of camaraderie and solidari-
ty broke the daily routine of household chores.

Now, the clothes wash themselves, and we calendarise our social interactions except that we find
that we're too busy, tired, or depressed to seek out the company of others. We retreat into our
heads. Our problems become insurmountable. We miss out on the potential of creative solutions
to life's daily challenges. We have become isolated and lonely. We exchange flesh-and-blood en-
counters for comments on an Instagram post or a meme. Sometimes, our closest friends and fami-
ly are only accessible via a screen.

Our isolation and the demands of fast-paced, modern life distance us from God's beautiful vision
of the fullness of life: “I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).
God came among us in human form because he desired an intimate relationship with us. He un-
derstood how hard it was to have a personal relationship with a God we could not see. Christ
came to share in every aspect of our human lives and, simultaneously, to invite us into a deeper
union with his divine life. Community. Communion. This is what fully alive means.

Our relationship with God includes the gamut of our relationships with one another. We are made
for relationships. That is why we gather as a community to praise God. We can pray in the privacy
of our homes, but there is something life-giving about sharing in the communal worship of God
and partaking together in the sacraments. We come because we know that as much as we need
God, we also need one another.

We no longer come to the river to wash our clothes. Instead, let us look for opportunities for

meaningful connections with one another and with our God so that we can unburden and cleanse
our souls.




