Holy Trinity Catholic Church

Served by the Jesuits in Southern Africa

16 Stiemens Street, Braamfontein, 2001, Johannesburg, South Africa
P.O. Box 31087, Braamfontein 2017, Johanesburg, South Africa
@ trinityjhb.co.za < parish@trinityjhb.co.za % 011 339-2826

05th of May 2024

Sixth Sunday of Easter Year B

Psalm Response:

The Lord has shown his deliverance to the nations

This week’s liturgies

Acts 10, 25—26.34—25.44-48

Sunday
07h30 Pro Populo Ps 98
09h30 Pro Populo 1Jn4, 7—-10
16h00 Pro Populo n15 9—17
Monday Acts 16,11-15
13h15 Pro Populo Ps 149
Jn 15, 26-164
Acts 16, 22—34
Tuesday
13h15 RIP: Jan & Bronia Pulka Ps 138
Jn16,5-11
Wednesday Acts 17,15,22-18,1
13h15 Pro Populo Ps 148
Jn16,12—-15
Acts 18, 1-8
Thursday
13h15 Pro Populo Ps 98
Jn16,16—20
(ST. JOHN OF AVILA PRD)
13h15 Pro Populo Ps 47
Jn 16, 20—-23

PROCLAIMERS
07h30

Phelistus Tarwireyi
Amos Makanda

* |talics indicate Mass intention

0%9h30
Sabie Makgothi
Lorraine Zvigo

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION

07h30

Laura Geretto
Thelma Melk
Dawn Linder
Ronald Thompson

0%h30

Marcie Bello
Francis Zvigo
Bertin Zinsou
Oswald Mokoena

Mass Times

Monday - Friday: 13h15
Sunday: 07h30 | 09h30 (Sung)
16h00

Morning Prayer

Sunday: 0900 ( before 09h30 Mass)
Join in the prayer of the Church

led by our Schola Cantorum

Confessions

Monday - Friday: after 13h15 Mass
Sundays between 08h30—0%h30
Exposition

Monday - Friday: 12h00-13h00

Benediction
Friday: 13h00

Weddings and Baptisms

by appointment, contact parish office
Parish Staff

Pastor: Fr. Bruce Botha SJ
frbruce@trinityjhb.co.za

Deacon: Rev. William Davies
revbilly@trinityjhb.co.za

Director of Music: Mr. Cameron Upchurch
music@trinityjhb.co.za

Administrator: Mr. Tebogo Petja
parish@trinityjhb.co.za

Residence Manager: Mrs. Cathy Setlogelo
resmanager@trinityjhb.co.za

Banking Details

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Standard Bank, Braamfontein (004805)
Account: 002 294 192

St. Vincent de Paul, Braamfontein Standard
Bank, Braamfontein (1842 )
Account: 22 090 752 8

Snap here to pay


https://pos.snapscan.io/qr/3MQMCrNJ

PARISH NOTICES ~ 05TH MAY 2024

THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY:

We pray that religious women and men, and seminarians, grow in their own vocations through their human, pastoral, spiritual
and community formation, leading them to be credible witnesses to the Gospel.

MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE

There will be a meeting for those who have volunteered for this ministry, as well as any others interested on Saturday 04th of
May at 02h00 in the Trinity House Hall

MORNING PRAYER
Will resume Sunday 05th of May at O9h00.

PPC FuLL CouNciL

The next full PPC will be on the 05th of May at 11h00. We urge all members of the Parish Pastoral Council to make an effort
to attend this meeting.

STUDENT CONFIRMATION CLASS

University students who wish to be confirmed may join the Confirmation Class on Sunday, 28th of April at 14h00. This week’s
topic is “The Councils of the Church, focusing on the Second Vatican Council *

MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE

There will be a meeting of those who volunteered for this ministry, as well as any others interested, on Saturday 4
May, at 02h00 in Trinity Hall.

REPOSITORY
There's a new stock of Mother’s Day Cards. Please visit the repository.

RCIA

Rite of acceptance into the order of catechumens on the solemnity of Pentecost. Register by emailing the parish
office on parish@trinityjhb.co.za or the RCIA instructor on cuthbert.nyamupangedengu@gmail.com

RACHEL’S VINEYARD

Next weekend retreat in Johannesburg will be on Friday 24th of May to 26th of May. Those who are interested may register
using this link: https://forms.gle/KGReN6WkC1m3yskPA

BAPTISM

For all parishioners wishing to baptise their babies, please fill in this form https://forms.gle/cBJgZHugx3g2K9s78 , the parish
will then contact you to set an appointment with Fr. Bruce . The next baptism class is on the O1st of June and baptism on the
08th of June.

ARCHDIOCESAN MEETING OF FAMILIES ‘24

The Archdiocesan Meeting Of Families, headed by the Youth Department in collaboration with Evangelisation and Marriage &
Family Life, has been instituted as the main annual youth month event, it will be on the 22nd of June 2024 at Bosco Centre,
Walkerville. Cost per person is R100, parishioners who are interested can contact the parish for registration.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: HoOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH


mailto:parish@trinityjhb.co.za
mailto:cuthbert.nyamupangedengu@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/KGReN6WkC1m3yskPA

PASTOR’S CORNER

On Saturday 27 April South Africa celebrated Freedom Day, as it was on this day in 1994 that
19.7 million South Africans lined up to vote, most for the first time in their lives. This was the
birth of true democracy in South Africa. In the three quotes below prominent South Africans
share their thoughts on freedom, the freedom for which they spent their lives fighting.

“The fight for freedom must go on until it is won; until our country is free and happy and peaceful as
part of the community of man, we cannot rest... We seek to create a united democratic and non-racial
society. We have a vision of South Africa in which black and white shall live and work together as
equals in conditions of peace and prosperity.” - Oliver Tambo

“‘Democracy is about the freedom to choose, the freedom to change your mind. All of them also
recognise that out of all the rights that come with a democracy, none is more important than the right
to vote and, more importantly, the right to change one’s mind and vote a political party out of power if
it is failing to deliver.” - Helen Zille

‘As dawn ushered in this day, few of us could suppress the welling of emotion as we were reminded of
the terrible past from which we have come as a nation; the great possibilities that we now have; and
the bright future that beckons us.” - Nelson Mandela

The gift of democracy, where people participate in a meaningful way in their own governance,
should not be taken for granted. Unless the gains of democracy are jealously guarded, we run
the danger of becoming a kleptocracy, where the powerful and corrupt hollow out state owned
enterprises and state-owned enterprises for their own benefit. This was a fate we narrowly
avoided under the then president, Mr Jacob Zuma.

We also run the risk of becoming a populist totalitarian state, with little toleration for legitimate
differences of opinion. If you think this is far-fetched, observe the political rhetoric of some
political leaders, and how their discourse is focused on dividing people into “them” and “us”, with
us being good and them being bad. It is not uncommon in such a system for the “them” to be
persecuted in one way or another. Are we a China or Russia in the making?

On the 29th of May South Africans are again given the opportunity to exercise their democratic
right to vote for a party of their choice to lead South Africa at national and provincial levels. In
our first democratic election 87% of South Africans eligible to vote did so. In the last General
Election of 2019 only 66% of those eligible to vote did so. One million fewer people voted in
2019 than in 1994.

Is the greatest danger to democracy our own apathy? Have we been disappointed so many
times that we no longer have faith in the system? It is my fervent prayer that we South Africans
will no longer consider voting as simply a right but as a sacred obligation. In our vote we speak
for future generations, we speak for all of those who have not yet tasted the fruits of freedom.

Fr. Bruce Botha SJ
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The Jesuit Institute recently released a video entitled South Africa Elections 2024: What are People Saying?
(Watch it here). In the video, a range of South Africans were asked three questions: What are your hopes
and dreams for South Africa? What are your disappointments with South Africa? How will you decide how
to vote in this year’s election?

The video was produced to give an opportunity for people to share their thoughts about the country, to
allow others to hear and reflect upon these thoughts, and to spark a conversation about how we go about
deciding how to vote.

South Africans dream of a society characterised by equality, opportunity, justice and peace. They want a
fair distribution of the nation’s resources, empathetic and competent leaders, quality education and mean-
ingful employment, safety, and to live in peace, unity, and harmony despite our differences.

South Africans have so many disappointments with the country at the moment. Many feel that those they
have entrusted with the care of the country have failed us. There is rampant corruption, selfishness and self
-enrichment.

Consequently, there is a failure of basic service delivery: water, electricity, healthcare, education, policing,
justice, and urban cleanliness. Drug abuse and crime are disturbing and destabilising our communities.

We desire equality and opportunity but find inequality and poverty. We want opportunity but find a failing
economy. We want justice and peace but find corruption and conflict.

How, then, shall we decide how to vote in this year’s election? Some reckon that this may be our most im-
portant and most difficult election since 1994.

Most responded that they will evaluate party manifestos and consider the track records of those who have
had an opportunity to govern. They will consider how parties hope to achieve their promises and how they
will involve us in this process. Some feel that their decision will be based on choosing the least bad candi-
date. Others will vote by loyalty.

One respondent said, “When someone wants to help people, he tells people the truth. When someone
wants to help himself, he tells people what they want to hear.” Which party or candidate is telling us the
truth?

Many stressed the importance of prayer and discernment in choosing who to vote for. People want guid-
ance from God when making this important decision.

The responses given in the video reflect a country that has high ideals and hopes. We dream of a united
and prosperous nation, one that we can be proud to call home. However, there is a strong sense of disap-
pointment and disillusionment. Simply too much is not working as it should, to the detriment of ordinary
people. We have a responsibility to participate in the running of our societies and voting is one way that we
can do so.

As we approach the elections, we may want to ask ourselves these same three questions. What are my
hopes and dreams for South Africa? What are my disappointments with South Africa? How am | going to
decide how to vote on 29 May 20247



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpSUQoQkP5o

