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Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year B
Psalm Response:
I will sing forever of your mercies, O Lord.

This week’s liturgies

5 parish@trinityjhb.co.za

Sunday

2 Sam 7,1-5.8-12.14.16

Phelistus Tarwireyi

07H30 Pro Populo Ps 89
09H30 Pro Populo Rom 16, 25—-27

Lk 1, 26—38

(THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD)
Monday s 52, 7-10
07h30 Pro Populo Ps 98
092h30 Pro Populo Heb 1:1-6

Jnl, 1-18

(ST. STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR)
092h00 Pro Populo Ps 31

Lk 1, 5—25

(ST. JOHN AE)
Wednesday 1nl1-4
092h00 Pro Populo Ps 97

Jn 20, 2—8

(HOLY INNOCENTS MS)
Thursday 1Jn1, 522
09h00 Pro Populo Ps 124

Mt 2,13—18

(ST. THOMAS BECKET BM)
092h00 Pro Populo Ps 96

Lk 2, 22—35

PROCLAIMERS * Italics indicate Mass intention
07h30 092h30

Sabie Makgothi
Lerothodi Mohale

MINISTER OF THE EUCHARIST

07h30

Colin Lesar
Krysia Lesar

Thelma Melk

09h30

Lorraine Zvigo
Francis Zvigo
Sabie Makgothi
Oswald Mokoena

& 011 339-2826

Mass Times

Monday - Friday: 13h15
Sunday: 07h30 | 09h30 (Sung)
16h00

Morning Prayer

Sunday: 0900 ( before 09h30 Mass)
Join in the prayer of the Church

led by our Schola Cantorum

Confessions

Monday - Friday: after 13h15 Mass
Exposition

Monday - Friday: 12h00-13h00

Benediction
Friday: 13h00

Weddings and Baptisms

by appointment, contact parish office
Parish Staff

Pastor: Fr. Bruce Botha SJ
frbruce@trinityjhb.co.za

Deacon: Rev. William Davies
revbilly@trinityjhb.co.za

Director of Music: Mr. Cameron Upchurch
music@trinityjhb.co.za

Administrator: Mr. Tebogo Petja
parish@trinityjhb.co.za

Residence Manager: Mrs. Cathy Setlogelo
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Banking Details
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PARISH NOTICES

THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER:

We pray that people living with disabilities may be at the centre of attention in society, and that institutions may
offer inclusive programmes which value their active participation.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

The next second collection will be taken on Sunday, 31st of December. Envelopes will be available in the pews.
The SSVP would like to extend their deepest gratitude for your generosity and continued support for the year!

2024 CATECHISM REGISTRATION

The 2024 Catechism Registration will open on Sunday 21st of January 2024. Announcements on how and where
will be made closer to the time.

THE JUBILEE YEAR 2025

Following the extraordinary 2015 Holy Year of Mercy instigated by Pope Francis, the forthcoming Jubilee will take
place in line with the norm of leaving a 25-year gap between each one. The most recent ordinary jubilee took
place in the year 2000, as the world and the Catholic Church prepared to enter the new millennium. The Jubilee
Year is a special year of grace, in which the Church offers the faithful the possibility of obtaining a plenary
indulgence. Traditionally, it begins just before Christmas and ends on the Epiphany of the following year. The
Pope inaugurates the Holy Year with the rite of the opening of the Holy Door in St. Peter’s Basilica. After that, the
Holy Doors of the other papal basilicas - St John Lateran, St Paul Outside the Walls, and St Mary Major - are
opened and remain so until the end of the Jubilee Year. In preparation for the 2025 Jubilee Year 'Pilgrims of
Hope', 2024 has been designated a Year of Prayer by Pope Francis. It starts this Advent. There is a particular focus
on the Our Father, and this presents us with a great opportunity to go back to the basics of prayer. .

CHRISTMAS SEASON TIMES
The Parish Office will be closed on the 22™ of December 2023 and reopen on the 08" of January 2024
24" December ~ Christmas Eve: 17h30—Office of readings with carols and Sung Mass of the night.

25" December ~ Christmas Day: 07h30 Second Said Mass of Christmas (Fulfils obligation) 09h00 Sung Morning
Prayer followed by 09h30 Sung Third Mass of Christmas (Fulfils obligation)

Weekday Masses from Tuesday 26" December 2023 - Friday, 05 January 2024 will be at 09h00 and not at
13h10.

Sunday Masses will be at 07h30 and 02h30.
Weekday Masses return to normal schedule from Monday, 08" of January 2024.

There will be no Morning Prayer on Sundays 31° of December 2023 and 07" of January 2024.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: HoLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH



PASTOR’S CORNER

We have been lighting candles each week as we count down to the big celebration which begins
this evening, with the Vespers of Christmas, with carols, leading into our Vigil Mass of Christmas.
Before we leave the Advent season, | want to take a moment to reflect on two moments: the
Christmas Lunch for the Homeless and the ordination of Fr Lwazi Masina.

At our Christmas lunch we fed over 700 people. The staff at Mayfair Convent, one of the schools
within our parish boundaries, provided cooked lunches for 200 homeless, with their staff eagerly
volunteering to do the cooking. Their students also wrapped 700 gifts of toiletries, which the SVP
had donated. Some of the staff also showed up on the Saturday to help with the distribution of
food packs and gift packs. | am so grateful to them for their kindness and generosity. Here was a
great example of how well our ministry to the schools is working, when it produces such an
abundance of good fruit.

We had at least 30 parishioners volunteering over the Friday and Saturday, preparing the food,
dishing it up, serving it, distributing gift packs and so much more. The money that was used to
buy the food came from you, our parishioners. The time spent, the energy devoted to this
celebration was truly amazing, and | want to thank you for that.

The following week we had the ordination of Fr Lwazi, who will be here until the bishop moves
him to a new parish, sometime in the next few weeks or months. It was a beautiful celebration at
the cathedral, with many of our parishioners there to support him, as well as many of the priests
of the archdiocese. It was truly a wonderful celebration. | know that he would have told you
himself by now about how grateful he is to this community for making him feel welcome, and
journeying with him on his own ministerial journey. Wherever it is he goes, we know that some of
what he learnt here will be making him a better priest.

What unites both celebrations is the commitment to service displayed by both: our parishioners
and the school community of Mavyfair to the poor and homeless, and Fr Lwazi's desire to serve
the people of God, in particular the Church here in Johannesburg. “Loving service” is what unites
us all as disciples of Christ, no matter who we are, lay person or priest.

Now to thoughts of Christmas... As we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child, | would
like to wish you his abundant blessings, especially of peace in your homes and his love in your
hearts.

Fr. Bruce Botha SJ



"‘L JESUIT Children: Frontline targets in wars
‘7 1HS YA | INSTITUTE

‘1‘>y<‘ ARRICA By Gillian Hugo

At the forefront of our minds today is the ongoing war in Israel/Palestine, but worldwide, many
others continue. In fact, according to UNICEF, "The number of countries experiencing violent con-
flict is the highest it has been in the last 30 years." And with these are the continuous attacks on
children. The protection of children is low on the list of priorities.

Wars displace, kill, maim and orphan children. Many others are enslaved, trafficked, abused and
exploited as a result of war. Needs like safety, nutrition, health care and education are unmet.
Birthdays, parties, and religious celebrations are forgotten.

“The United Nations Security Council has identified and condemned six grave violations against
children in times of war: Killing and maiming of children; recruitment or use of children in armed
forces and armed groups; attacks on schools or hospitals; rape or other grave sexual violence; ab-
duction of children; and denial of humanitarian access for children. Between 2005 and 2022, more
than 315,000 grave violations were verified against children, committed by parties to conflict in
more than 30 conflict situations across Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America. The actual
number is undoubtedly far higher.” (UNICEF) | shudder to think about the statistics if we only add-
ed the numbers of violations since 7 October 2023 in Israel/Palestine, let alone the rest of the
world.

Visuals from the Israel/Palestine war are heartbreaking. Parents in Gaza desperately running into
bombarded hospitals with injured or dead children is common. Videos of Israeli parents begging
for the release of their hostage children flooded our social media networks. | remember a father
saying that it was his child's birthday! Imagine that child's memory of a birthday as a hostage.

Christmas is four days away. There are Christians in both Palestine and Israel and many other war-
torn countries. What kind of celebration, if any, will there be? Will there be a ceasefire on Christ-
mas Day? How many children will be given the horror gift of the death of a parent or loved one?
How many parents will lose the precious gift of a child?

A quote from a UNICEF article reads, “Children have become frontline targets. This is a moral crisis of
our age: We must never accept this as the ‘new normal.” You may be asking what you can do.

We are called to pray. Pray for the innocent victims of war: the children, the aged, the sick, the
vulnerable, the average "person in the street". Pray for an end to the wars. Pray that the leaders of
these countries will cease the attacks that are claiming the lives of civilians.

Let us not disregard the suffering, especially that of children.

Let us be the voices that remind leaders that children, more so those trapped in war-torn areas,
need to be protected against attacks and violence. The requirements of international law need to
be upheld.

These children are the hope and future of their countries.

As you prepare for and spend Christmas with your children and loved ones, spare a thought for
those suffering and grieving. Children are God's gift to the world, whether Christian, Jewish, Mus-
lim or any other religion. Let us love them as they rightly deserve.


https://www.unicef.org/children-under-attack
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/1612
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/more-300000-grave-violations-against-children-conflict-verified-worldwide-past-18
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/more-300000-grave-violations-against-children-conflict-verified-worldwide-past-18
https://www.unicef.org/children-under-attack
https://www.unicef.org/children-under-attack

