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19 February 2023

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A

Psalm Response:

The Lord is compassionate and gracious

This week’s liturgies

Sunday Llev 19.1—2.17—18
07h30 pro PopuLo Ps 103
0%h30 Pro PoruLo 1 Cor3. 16—23
16h00 pro PopuLo Mt 5 3é-48
Sir1, 1-10
Monday Ps 903
PrRO POPULO
Mk 9, 14—29
(ST. PETER DAMIEN BD)
Tuesday Sir2.1-11
PrO PopuLO Ps 37
Mk 9, 30—37
Wednesday Joel 2, 12—18
ASH WEDNESDAY
06h00 Pro PoruLo Ps 51
13h15 ProPoruto 2 Cor 5,20-6, 2
18h00 pro PoruLo Mt 6, 1—-6.16—18
(ST. POLYCARP BM)
Thursday Deut 30, 15-20
Pro PopPuLO PS 1
Lk 9, 22—25
, s 58, 1—9
Frlday Ps 51
PrO PorPULO Mt 9 14_15
PROCLAIMERS * [talics indicate Mass intention
07h30 09h30

Divine Makanda
Amos Makanda

MINISTER OF THE EUCHARIST

07h30

Amos Makanda

Sheilagh Andoh
Lerothodi Mohale

09h30
Lerothodi Mohale

Mass Times

Monday - Friday: 13h15
Sunday: 07h30 | 09h30 (Sung)
16h00

Morning Prayer

Sunday: 0900 ( before 09h30 Mass)
Join in the prayer of the Church

led by our Schola Cantorum

Confessions

Monday - Friday: after 13h15 Mass
Exposition

Monday - Friday: 12h00-13h00

Benediction
Friday: 13h00

Weddings and Baptisms

by appointment, contact parish office
Parish Staff

Pastor: Fr. Bruce Botha SJ
frbruce@trinityjhb.co.za

Deacon: Rev. William Davies
revbilly@trinityjhb.co.za

Director of Music: Mr. Cameron Upchurch
music@trinityjhb.co.za

Administrator: Mr. Tebogo Petja
parish@trinityjhb.co.za

Residence Manager: Mrs. Cathy Setlogelo
resmanager@trinityjhb.co.za

Banking Details

Holy Trinity Catholic Church
Standard Bank, Braamfontein (004805)
Account: 002294192

St. Vincent de Paul, Braamfontein Standard
Bank, Braamfontein (004805)
Account: 202 648 532



PARISH NOTICES

THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY:

We pray that parishes, placing communion at the centre, may increasingly become communities of faith, fraternity
and welcome towards those most in need.

PARISH YOUTH

Meeting with Br. Sechaba and Fr. Bruce on Sunday 19th February after the 09h30 Mass in the Trinity House Hall.
We appeal to all young people of the parish, and especially the parents to encourage and support them to
participate in the life of the Church.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

The second collection will be taken on Sunday 26th February—Envelopes will be available in the pews. The SVP
would like to convey their deepest gratitude for your generosity!

ASH WEDNESDAY LITURGY
Distribution of Ashes will be on 22nd February, we will have three parish masses at 06h00, 13h15 & 18h00.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Will be said every Friday at 18h00 throughout the Season of Lent from Friday 24 February to Friday 31
March. Parish groups are encouraged to lead the Stations of the Cross and all parishioners are invited to
attend, as a parish we strive to strengthen and increase our community fraternity and faith through prayer.

TRINITY MONTHLY LECTURES

Trinity Monthly Lectures is an ongoing formation series of lectures which will be on the 4th Sunday of each
month. This month’s lecture will be on the 26th February at 11am in the Trinity House Hall. The topic is: “Creating
Communities of Welcome; Christianity and African Traditional Religion and dialogue”. The Speaker will be Br. Sechaba
Liphoko. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be served after the lecture.

FEBRUARY HOUSE MASSES

House Masses will be celebrated at these suburbs: Florida, Berea, Observatory, Parktown, Sandton, Hyde Park and
Westdene. For those who would like to attend a house mass, please contact the parish with your preferred suburb
via WhatsApp or email and we will connect you with the host family.

BAPTISM

For all parishioners wishing to baptise their babies, please fill in this form https://forms.gle/cBJgZHugx3g2K9s/8 ,
the parish will then contact you to set an appointment with Fr. Bruce . The next baptism class is on the 18th
March and baptism on the 25th March.

AA MEETINGS
AA will be resuming their meetings every Thursday from 17h30 to 19h00 in the catacombs.
McAuley House

McAuley House is a Catholic independent day school which offers co-ed grade R - 7 and girls only Grade 8 to 12.
based in Parktown West, will have their Open day on Saturday, 11 March from 02hO0 For more information,
visit McAuley House - Catholic School

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: HoLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH



https://forms.gle/cBJqZHugx3g2K9sZ8
http://www.mcauleyhouse.co.za/

PASTOR’S CORNER

In Genesis 18, Abraham and Sarah have gone forth from their homeland, and they find
themselves by the oak of Mamre. One day, three strangers appear at their tent. Abraham springs
into action and makes his guests feel at home. He offers to wash their feet, slaughters the fatted
calf, and asks Sarah to make some bread. While this preparation is taking place, one of the
strangers tells Abraham and Sarah, that despite their age, in a year they will be blessed with a
baby, for “nothing is too marvelous for the Lord to do.”

Hospitality and blessing are two of the main themes of this story, the focus for this past
Monday's Bible Study. Hospitality and blessing also describe my month-long experience here at
Holy Trinity Catholic Church. A month ago, | came here a stranger, and you have “extended your
tent” (Is 54:2) to include me and welcome me. | was struck by how many times | had been asked
to bless items purchased at Gabriel’s little religious goods stand in the carpark, yet | feel like |
have been the recipient of so many blessings this month.

One parishioner said, “I hope you have a received a taste of what parish life is like.” | certainly
have. | have tasted delicious meals cooked by parishioners and by Fr. Bruce in Trinity House. On
Tuesday mornings, I've sipped coffee with dedicated Holy Trinity staff after our meetings.

Monday nights | broke bread with Br. Sechaba and parish volunteers to serve those living on the
streets. We closed the evening by washing the soup cups, just a priest purifies the sacred vessels
after communion. What a Eucharistic sign to have a meal after breaking open the scriptures
together!

At school Masses, | heard the beautiful singing and active participation of young learners. |
attended faculty meetings and helped teachers reflect on how Christ was present in their
classrooms and in their support for each other and for the students.

The smell of incense at Sunday morning prayer, the 9:30am Mass, and Wesley’s funeral reminded
me of all the prayers that ascend to the heavens from this community.

Finally, seeing your faces at Mass recalled the words from Eucharistic Prayer Il about how the
Lord gives us life, makes us holy, and never ceases to gather a people to himself.

The stained glass on the right side above the altar shows the scene from 2 Kings 2:9, one of my
favorite passages in the Bible. Before his mentor Elijah is taken up into heaven, Elisha asks him
for a double portion of his spirit. As | finish my tertianship program and head back to the States,
your hospitality and blessing have been the double portion of spirit that | will take with me for the
rest of my Jesuit life. May God continue to bless you, your families, and the Holy Trinity Catholic
Community.

Fr. Patrick Nolan SJ



JESUIT A moving image from the streets of disaster

:" IH;"‘ INSTITUTE

1“,‘" i?kﬁjg;' By Nicole Dickson

I've been watching the news on television this past week, as I'm sure many of you have been doing too, and
seeing glimpses of the devastation, heartache, anguish and loss the recent earthquake has brought to Tur-
key and Syria. But one image, in particular, has remained with me.

It's an image which seems to encapsulate the unspeakable pain of this 7.8 magnitude “major” earthquake -
that of a father holding the hand of his 15-year-old daughter. Perhaps an ordinary parental gesture, you
might think, but then you notice that her hand is the only part of her body that is visible, peering out from
under a menacing slab of concrete.

Mesut Hancer sits alone in the freezing cold on a pile of rubble that was once his home, seemingly oblivious
to the world around him but to his daughter.

His daughter, Irmak, lies lifeless next to him. Yet he refuses to leave her alone, tenderly caressing the fin-
gers peeking out from the mattress she was asleep on when the first pre-dawn tremor struck on Monday of
last week.

At that time, there were no rescue teams. Survivors were frantically clawing their way through the rubble
to find loved ones amidst bits of their homes thrown out onto the rubble-strewn street.

There have also been reports of people and children being rescued from collapsed buildings, including
a newborn baby who was found alive and still tied by her umbilical cord to her mother, who died inside the
family’s home in northern Syria.

And in the Syrian town of Jinderis, a young girl named Nour was pulled alive from the wreckage of a col-
lapsed building on Monday. News reports that a rescuer cradled her head in his hands and tenderly wiped
the dust from around her eyes as she lay amid crushed concrete and twisted metal before being pulled out.

Rescue teams and civilians working in freezing temperatures have dug — sometimes with their bare hands
— through the remains of buildings and mountains of rubble in search of trapped survivors and the bodies
of loved ones.

Heartbreakingly, for Mesut and Irmak, this won't be the case.

This week, in my times of quiet and reflection, I've been wondering why this image has moved me so much.
Yes, it's an image of deep loss and pain that | rightly feel | am intruding on, but | sense something else too.

Perhaps it's because it is an unquestionable token of love from a father who remains present. Amidst the
pain of unspeakable loss, this grieving father sits vigil beside his daughter, tenderly caressing her hand, even
in death. This seemingly poignant act of resistance seems to rail against the finality of death.

Or perhaps it's also because when | wondered, for a brief second, where God was in this place. He became
a grieving father, just like Mesut, sitting vigil amidst the darkness of death, gently caressing Irmak’s hand.
And | know, despite the circumstances of a broken world, that God never leaves us alone.




